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This month’s focus:
Main Idea and Supporting Details (Determining Importance)
One of my favourite go-to places for reading comprehension strategy ideas that are
new, fresh and unique is the “Developing Readers” e-binder. It was published by the School
District of Surrey and is chock full of practical teaching ideas broken into comprehension
strategies and includes reproducible sheets for recording students’ responses.
A couple of activities I really like for introducing or reinforcing main ideas and
supporting details are “Artifact Dig” and “It’s in the Bag.” Both of these have the students use
real-life materials to make connections to a topic and to justify their connections to their group
and to the class.
In “Artifact Dig,” students read an article or series of articles about a topic, then choose
any random item and try to find a connection from it to their topic. The items DON’T have to
have a direct connection! It always amazes me how students will find some kind of connection
to what they have read. It’s not the connection itself that really matters, but the discussion and
justification within their small group that is so valuable!
In “It’s in the Bag,” students are challenged to look at a group of items in order to find
the theme or “main idea” of the items in the bag. Again, the labelling of the theme isn’t as
important as the discussion leading up to the conclusion, as well as finding the item(s) that
might be interesting but not important to the theme, and justifying that, as well.
I have used both of these activities with my grade fives and have found that they love
the challenge, as well as the excitement of thinking outside the box. Why not try them or adapt
them as you need to for your students?

