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Where’s the 
handout? 

• http://delicious.com/shareski/ssla 

http://delicious.com/shareski/tuscon


@shareski 

shareski@gmail.com 

shareski.ca 

mailto:shareski@gmail.com
mailto:shareski@gmail.com


How did we get here? 

What can model? 

More than words 

Sharing matters 



A Progressive 
Story 

 
1. Tell a story using each slide as your prompt 
2. 1st person choose second and continue on 
3. You’ll have 20 seconds per slide 



6 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to make the case that visual literacy is now as important as reading and writing with text. Our definition of literacy is shifting 









Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are text snobs and always have been.Pictographs were seen as less sophisticated when in reality offered at least as much information, if not more. They often were much better at expressing emotion



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The detail and story inside this image is much more powerful than the text version. Some of the elders tried to interpret parts and were amazed by the detail and nuances of the treaty. Much richer story than the text.



cc licensed flickr photo by ayemo: http://flickr.com/photos/ayemo/2760308168/ 

http://flickr.com/photos/ayemo/2760308168/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/scriptingnews/2699829038/ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/scriptingnews/2699829038/




Image: txt’ing 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Given the current abilities/tools and habits, 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/


The End 
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Communicate is to Share is to Tell 
Stories is to Present is to Teach 

17 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/9812708@N03/2666345725/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s not be confused. Storytelling is what we do. It’s who we are. It’s teaching. It’s learning. It’s sharing. Today we have a few new ways to do it, that’s all. Are these new literacies? Maybe. Maybe not. But there are some new skills and competencies that we must be paying attention to. Here’s why...

http://www.flickr.com/photos/9812708@N03/2666345725/


What is digital 
storytelling? 

Sharing using media 



19 cc licensed flickr photo by jayRaz: http://flickr.com/photos/shnakepup/2935979173/ 

The greatest digital 
divide is between those 
who can read and write 
with media, and those 
who can't. Elizabeth Daly 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to make the case that visual literacy is now as important as reading and writing with text. Our definition of literacy is shifting. The addition of the “with media” is currently being glossed over in schools to at best “great, if we have time” to “we don’t have time”I would suggest this is nearing educational malpractice. Those are harsh words but I hope after today and this week, you’ll be thinking that it is.

http://flickr.com/photos/shnakepup/2935979173/


Pen 

cc licensed flickr photo by Anonymous Account: http://flickr.com/photos/anonymouscollective/4241315246/ 

Typewriter 

cc licensed flickr photo by Olivander: http://flickr.com/photos/olivander/3383454343/ 

Imagination 
Machine 

cc licensed flickr photo by yohann.aberkane: http://flickr.com/photos/yohann-aberkane/2836258475/ 

Voice 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How did we get here?A little historical perspective. The voice was our initial way of communicating and telling stories. For the most part, it remains the best and most important way. The problem is scale. Writing had its advantages in that it could scale. It required some new skills and conventions. Typing was a evolution of writing but certainly came with some controversy around the loss of writing. Clay Shirky talks about how calligraphers were outraged at the possibility of anyone being able to write. Today we communicate in all kinds of ways using technology. I love the term imagination machine as it captures the creative power of a computer. Compute sounds sterile and limiting.

http://flickr.com/photos/anonymouscollective/4241315246/
http://flickr.com/photos/olivander/3383454343/
http://flickr.com/photos/yohann-aberkane/2836258475/


Who’s the big kid in the suspenders? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When I began teaching 22 years ago, I taught grade 1 for the first 6 years. Once a week kids brought their favourite toys, a cool picture or just a little story for that age old event called......Show and Tell. I remember thinking not only how boring many of the stories were but how it needed to be more “show” and less “tell”.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1c6_AfmAkIIn the late 90’s I remember seeing this video and it was a total revelation to me as to what the potential could be for storytelling.  This was one of my biggest aha moments as an educator.For a couple of years that video helped me realize that there was a new opportunity. Back then, it was really difficult. That video made it look easy but it was so far from being easy. I applied for a grant in 1998 and my proposal was to put a 2 minute video on the web. That was a 3 month project. Now I can do that in real time. Largely thanks to....



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Youtube represents a new culture of creating and sharing media. It’s democratized multimedia. No longer do you need to have expensive equipment and years of training.To understand the impact of youtube consider...



hours of video per day 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
or Every minute 20 hours of video are  uploaded to youtube. That’s just youtube. Youtube estimates about 40-60% of market share so it’s likely that there are about...



1,000,000,000 + 
videos per day 

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Hours of Content Per Day 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before cable we had about 60 hours of content per day from 3 networks. Cable TV produced about 60,000 hours per day and nowMore than ever, this should lead us to spend more time teaching good writing and design. 



99.9% of what’s on Youtube.... 

is crap 



...the professional language of the future 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mattimattila/4306412944/ 

NY times 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The New York Times agrees. I don’t know employers asking for 5 paragraph essays.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mattimattila/4306412944/


60,000 times faster than text 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Biology tells us this is significant. Our brains have always done this. Now we’re hearing reports and studies suggesting that our brains are evolving even more as we fill our time watching more and more media.Is that good? I think it brings some huge benefits but I also think we lose something. Historically, that’s always been the case. Socrates lamented the book would ruin our ability to memorize because we could write things down. That’s true but most of us prefer that to having to memorize everything. This is certainly a discussion that we’ll continue to have as educators but I’m not sure we have the choice to stand still. When it comes to images and their significance to our culture and our attitudes towards pictures I want to share a couple of stories.



The Power of the Pictograph 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pictographs were seen as less sophisticated when in reality offered at least as much information, if not more. They were much better at expressing emotion. This is a photo of a treaty that was signed by a First Nations tribe near my hometown. The actual treaty of the FN people was done entirely as a pictograph while the European or English version was all done in text.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The detail and story inside this image is much more powerful than the text version. Some of the elders tried to interpret parts and were amazed by the detail and nuances of the treaty. Much richer story than the text.



The Boy is Sad. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This isn’t new. We use text to try and convey all kinds of messages and it can do a decent job. But sometimes images and visuals are better at telling stories.



cc licensed flickr photo by ayemo: http://flickr.com/photos/ayemo/2760308168/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good stories are always about emotion.

http://flickr.com/photos/ayemo/2760308168/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
think about advertisers who understand better than anyone who to get a message across. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdIJOE9jNcM



The Archivist and the Photographer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second idea I want to share is about a shift in the way we use images. My family were archivists. Capturing special events, birthdays, vacations, graduations.Paula’s father was a photographer capturing those events as well as their livesToday we are all photographers.Cheap failure



http://www.flickr.com/photos/scriptingnews/2699829038/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do you notice?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/scriptingnews/2699829038/




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Knowing that this image will be posted and share thousands of times in all sorts of places, why does everyone feel compelled to capture the moment?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is one of my most favorite images I’ve ever captured.I took about 50 photos and kept one. This image has so many textures, layers and memories to me. Even as I tell you the story, I’m guessing you’re feeling the emotion of that day to a much greater extent than had I simply told you the story. 



ou  

173,955,468 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You don’t even have to take one picture to take advantage of the new media at your disposal.You can be your own photographer but now we can share in each other’s love for images.Over 4 billion photosFlickr is far and away my primary source for imagery. The best thing about flickr is that it really promotes CC. Currently there are over 150 million photos you are free to use.



Consumption Creation 
Reading 

Listening 

Viewing 

Writing 

Speaking 

Representing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Communication can be broken into 6 strands.Our ELA curriculum identifies 6 strands.What gets the emphasis?



Are we designing and creating for the 

past  

or the future? 

Image: txt’ing 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What does your curriculum look like?Given the current abilities/tools and habits, shouldn’t we be thinking differently about the way we communicate and tell stories?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/courosa/2831891520/


What can 
you model 

for your 
students? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How many of you own a camera? Video Camera? Cellphone? If you also own a computer, you already have all you need.I don’t feel comfortable standing in front of my students or in front of you unless I can demonstrate some kind of competency and enthusiasm for storytelling myself.



days 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This has been a powerful learning experience for me in so many ways. Taking and posting the photos is one thing, sharing them and watching others is a great informal learning space. I’ve posted close to 10,000 photos partly for personal reasons but also to share and allow others to use my images.On a personal level, it’s become a great way to document our families lives. For the past few years i’ve taken those images and put it to music.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since then my wife has decided to do something similar. she’s not quite as dedicated as I am but she sees the value in documenting our lives through pictures. 



http://www.flickr.com/photos/dkuropatwa/4766403166 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another great thing about flickr is the community or groups. I started a community of great quotes about teaching and learning using CC images. Since I began that, there are almost 400 members who have contributed about that many items. You’re free to use it as well but the idea of using images and great quotes is a wonderful way to enhance or bring to life words of importance.

http://www.flickr.com/groups/858082@N25/pool/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/dkuropatwa/4766403166




My hometown 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dtd0v9T8otUI did this in one take and partly to have an informal, “come for a walk with me” feel. When I watched a few others do the same, I quite enjoyed that approach. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pPirOmONswusing a time lapse feature on most digital cameras. Your digital cameras can take amazing HD video.Playfulness.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
video for a Cancer fundraiser. Capturing other’s stories. Consider the editing and style used to share someone’s story



What about equipment? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6amrKRmI1bIVideo shot and edited on an iphonebehind the scenes is and DVD extras are great ways to learn about filmmaking and process. Watch these with your kids and talk about technique and style.



How might these 
examples translate into 

the classroom? 



More than Words 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejweI0EQpX8There’s been an interesting phenomenon with the merging of text as graphics. Here’s what mean.



http://www.youtube.com/user/SearchStories 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKd9YXOOo5Y What skills would your students be learning?

http://www.youtube.com/user/SearchStories


Whose woods these are I think I know. 
His house is in the village, though; 
He will not see me stopping here 
To watch his woods fill up with snow. 
My little horse must think it queer 
To stop without a farmhouse near 
Between the woods and frozen lake 
The darkest evening of the year. 
 
He gives his harness bells a shake 
To ask if there is some mistake. 
The only other sound's the sweep 
Of easy wind and downy flake. 
The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So many wonderful things we can do with text that deepens our understanding. I don’t have any research but I have to believe that the more our students can explore words in visual ways, the greater the understanding and learning.



wordle.net 

http://wordle.net
http://wordle.net


http://www.flickr.com/photos/deapeajay/2308017152/ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/calliope/2147672236/ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/deapeajay/2308017152/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/calliope/2147672236/


6 word Stories 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://bengrey.wikispaces.com/6+Word+Story+Project



The power of the human voice 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-pullman-porter-ss,0,1087938.htmlstoryThe power of the human voice. Capturing those voices, adding some relevant, powerful images.

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-pullman-porter-ss,0,1087938.htmlstory


Explore Formats 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRa1IPkBFbg



Sharing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This statement has huge implications. I believe it is true, I’m not sure all educators still get this. This sharing is what allows us to share the examples I’ve shown you today. It allows you to find exemplars to show your students and more importantly deconstruct. This is what will help you and  your students create beauty. Ultimately, that’s what I want you to strive more. Making beautiful things. Telling beautiful stories.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9ySxrzpP-gthis video is an example of something very simple and very beautiful done by young people living in a culture of sharing and creating. it was originally an invitation by someone on youtube asking kids to share their ideas of making the world a better place by simply writing those dreams on their hands.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/tedconference/4727376547/ 

Cognitive 
Surplus 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cognitive surplus we like to consume but now we like to, and can  create and shareThe gap is smaller between mediocre and quality than between mediocre and doing nothing.Shirky’s argument supports the idea that sharing is not only easy but critical for society He also argues that we don’t get the serious and valuable without a bit of silly. Because even silly can be a creative act.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/tedconference/4727376547/


cause silly leads to... 

sublime 



a  
you 

and tell great 
stories 

shareski.ca 
@shareski 

shareski@gmail.co  Me doing what I do best....getting into trouble 
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